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Overview of the Program 

Shenzhen, situated immediately north of Hong Kong, is one of the first-tier cities in 
China. Shenzhen was dubbed as China's Silicon Valley due to its high 
concentration of technology innovation and entrepreneurship. 

Shenzhen University (SZU), as one of the most popular universities in China, is 
now accelerating its pace toward establishing a research-intensive university. It 
has been at the forefront of many academic reforms and has been pursuing 
excellence in teaching as well as research programs for doctoral degrees. 
International students are especially welcome to apply for doctoral studies at 
Shenzhen University. 

The Ph.D. Program in Management Science and Economic Decision at the 
College of Management aims at providing society with highly qualified 
professionals who are capable of pursuing advanced research or taking 
leadership positions in economic and managerial areas involving complex 
decisions. Students learn through rigorous curriculum study and participation in 
real-world research endeavors featured by regional and national research 
projects. 

The program has three concentrations: Decision Optimization and Market 
Behavior, Environmental Economics and Resource Management, and Human 
Resource Management, each represented by a team of faculty researchers. 

Now the program is open to international students who may apply and enjoy 
similar benefits in terms of financial support (e.g. scholarship and assistantship 
offered by the university). 

2. Brief Introduction of Doctoral Supervisor 

Prof. Ben Niu 

Ben Niu is a Zhujiang Scholarship Professor and Head of Department of 
Management Science, Shenzhen University, China. Currently, He is also a 
Research Fellow at Arizona State University, Tempe, USA. Dr. Niu had 
experiences of visiting at Victoria University of Wellington as visiting scholar in 



2013, and at the Hong Kong University as Research Assistant in 2011. During 
2013 to 2016 he had been working as a Postdoctoral Research Fellow at The 
Hong Kong Polytechnic University. In the recent 5 years, he was awarded several 
honors, including ‘ Hong Kong Scholar’ , ‘Zhujiang Scholar of Guangdong 
Province’, ’Thousand Hundred Ten Talents of Guangdong Province’, Top Youth 
Talent of Guangdong Province‘, ‘Overseas High-Caliber Personnel of Shenzhen’, 
and ‘High-Level Professional in Shenzhen’. As a principal investigator, he 
supervised 5 projects from National Natural Science Foundation of China, 2 
projects from Chinese Postdoctoral Science Foundation. He has published more 
than 150 papers in the international Journals and international conferences, 
among which 40 are in refereed international journal, including IEEE/ACM 
Transactions, AMC, COR, NC, et al. His main fields of research are Intelligent 
Optimization, Operation Research and their applications on Financial Engineering, 
Business Intelligence, Supply Chain Optimization, and Resource Optimization. 

Contact Email: Drniuben@gmail.com 

3. How to Apply 

Type and Duration of the Program 

1. Type of the program: full-time 
2. Duration of the program: Three years (a maximum of five years with 

advisor approval). International students registered in the program should 
take courses and conduct research at Shenzhen University no less than a 
year and a half. 

General Admission Requirements 

1. Applicants must be citizens with a valid foreign passport (whose 
nationalities are not People’s Republic of China). He/She should be in 
good health conditions and of good conduct. He/She must also abide by 
the Chinese laws, regulations and the rules of the university. 

2. Applicants must hold a master’ degree and are usually aged under 40. 
3. It is a necessity for applicants to meet the admission requirements of the 

applied areas in terms of academic achievement, research ability, and 
language proficiency. Applicants should be proficient in Chinese or English 
and are required to use either of them to communicate, take courses, do 
research and write a thesis. 

4. Tuitions, Fellowships, and Grants 

Tuitions 

34,000 RMB per person per year. 



Fellowships and Grants 

International students for doctoral programs are awarded similar fellowships as 
other doctoral candidates, including: 

1. Fellowships. The same amount of covering the tuitions. Students must 
hand in application forms and are awarded fellowships after their 
supervisor’s evaluation. 

2. Government scholarships and university grants. Shenzhen University 
assists international doctoral candidates to apply for scholarships from 
national and local governments. Students should hand in their applications 
first if they are qualified for the scholarships. Those who do not get 
government scholarships, or with government scholarships lower than 
10,000 RMB a year, are awarded university grants of 40,000 RMB a year. 
Students with government scholarships between 10,000 and 50,000 RMB 
a year are awarded university grants, which, plus the government 
scholarships, are no less than 50, 000 RMB per year. 

3. Research allowances from supervisors. Supervisors offer their 
international students for doctoral programs research allowances of no 
less than 12,000 RMB per year, for research and academic exchanges. 

4. Other scholarships. Students can apply for other scholarships of the 
university, including academic scholarships, scholarships for research 
innovation and donated scholarships, etc. 

o A student can get more than a fellowship and scholarship if he/she 
is qualified. 

o Students can have preferential treatment such as scholarships, 
grants and low accommodation fees for the first extended year of 
study. Such preferential treatment is not available from the second 
extended year of study. 

Accommodation and Medical Insurance 

International students of doctoral programs are offered the same accommodation 
and medical insurance as other doctoral candidates. The accommodation is 
arranged by the university (a single room for one student). Medical insurance is 
covered by College of International Exchange. 

Note: The policies of tuitions, fellowships, grants, accommodation and medical 
insurance may change each year. Please check our latest version of the policies. 

 


